SAFE CUSTODY
biggest I've ever seen. But I can't help liking you.
There's an honesty in your eyes that looks me down :
and your manner with the steward to-day was that
of the blood royal."
With that he drank to me, as did Hubert, both
looking very grave: and I said " Thank you," and
could have sunk through the floor.
Then I saw Olivia smiling and lifting her glass to
me. And at once my heart leaped up, because her
look was so gentle and set me thinking of things which
were ours alone and especially of our progress down the
mountain and the precious words she had breathed
and how, as I truly believed, she had touched my hair.
Of such was the understanding which she seemed to
me to invoke, and I think that she did so of pity,
because she saw how much embarrassed I was. Be
that as it may, I drank to her gratefully, for, though I
had stood up to Palin, I felt the force of his words.
My conduct had been that of the Stone Age: I
seemed to have taken my cue from a Nursery Rhyme,
I had rushed in, where he, my elder and better, would
not have dared to tread. I had been charged with
Olivia—and I had married my ward. My one and
only idea had been to save her from lying without
our walls: it had not occurred to me that I was
achieving that object to my immeasurable profit,
but to her loss. Such simplicity was unpardonable ...
Yet, strangely enough, I found Palin's hostility less
disconcerting than the sudden end of it which he made,
while his formal recognition of my exalted estate
seemed to me to be low comedy mouthed through a
tragic mask.
Then Olivia rose, and we all went into the gallery.;
and while she and Hubert and I sat still by the fire,
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